
Tom G. Palmer quote: 

I was introduced by the [Washington State University] chairman of the department of economics 
to some graduate students whom he termed "our former Austrians." One might ask why the 
graduate students there called themselves "former Austrians." One name suffices to answer the 
question: Hans-Hermann Hoppe. Dr. Hoppe, leading light of the Ludwig von Mises Institute, 
had presented such a loopy, absurd and utterly unhinged picture of Austrian economics at a 
public lecture there, under the sponsorship of the Ludwig von Mises Institute, that those 
graduate students felt obliged to distinguish themselves publicly from such a strange and 
incomprehensible set of views. And I can certainly understand why they would feel compelled to 
do that. If Hoppe is the leading light of Austrian economics as the Mises Institute presents him, 
then Austrian economics should prepare for a long dark age. At George Mason University I saw 
Hoppe present a lecture in which he claimed that Ludwig von Mises had set the intellectual 
foundation for not only economics, but for ethics, geometry, and optics, as well. This bizarre 
claim turned a serious scholar and profound thinker into a comical cult figure, a sort of Euro 
Kim Il Sung....  
 
One could go on with examples of how Hoppe and the Mises Institute have proven embarrassing 
to the Austrian economists by whom they claim to be inspired but what would be the point? 
Those who have had contact with him know that Hoppe is an intellectual bully and an academic 
disgrace. I was cautioned by a friend not to criticize Hoppe, on the grounds that one should 
never wrestle with a pig. I have not followed that advice. That may turn out to be unwise 
especially considering Hoppe's record for heaping abuse on those with whom he disagrees....  
 
I can only guess at the vituperation and slander that Hoppe and Rockwell must be preparing for 
me, as well as for anyone else who might voice doubts about their bizarre cult. 

 


